THE   RUSSIAN   COMMUNIST   PERSPECTIVE
original "All Power to the Soviets!" down to <cLife is
happier, Comrades, life is better!" express either the
initial vengeance or its justification in deeds. Just as
the revolution was a complete reversal of class re-
lationships, so the moral philosophy of Soviet
Communism feels itself to be a reversal of moral
tendencies. There was idleness, conspicuous leisure
and waste among the old nobility. Now the Party man
must live simply, inconspicuously and without excesses
of any kind. Life before was governed entirely by the
principles of free contract. A man could buy and sell
anything whatever, irrespective of the public good.
Now life is governed by considerations of status.
Each man belongs to a special grade (for the nonce) in
the hierarchy of work and pay, and each grade must be
maintained at not less than a prescribed level of
material well-being. All actions conducive to the
lowering of these standards are anti-social. Health,
education and the nature of the goods sold in the shops
are determined by social considerations. Freedom
means, in essence, not the freedom of the individual to
act independently of social criteria, but the freedom of
society to impose its will upon the physical and
traditional environments. The instruments of freedom
are the instruments of scientific knowledge. Physical
disease destroys the liberty of matt, to think and to act.
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